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Message from the President, Judy Sensibar 
 
Dear Neighbors,   
 

Despite these difficult times, WUNA made great inroads 
on a number of projects last year, and we are already 
strategizing for the year ahead.  

We now treasure the few times we were able to officially 
gather in 2020. Last March, right before everything shut 
down, we squeezed in the street painting at 6th Ave and 
University Blvd (see Slow Streets, page 2). In October, we 
planted up Catalina Park’s north and south edges, part of 
a water-harvesting grant to help with erosion from our 
streets flooding (see Desert Gardens, page 3). Our parks 
and streets will be our focus this year, as well. Anza will 
see the improvements we advocated for: a dog park with 
water fountains and a new restroom closer to Stone Ave. 
Because Anza is part of our protected historic district, 
plans had to go through several iterations, and the start 
time of the project was delayed (see WUHZAB, page 2). 

Many have called 2020 “The Plague Year,” and it looks 
like 2021 will start out not much better. I was humbled by 
how many across the neighborhood came forward to help 
last year, and we continue to look for ways to connect. 
When we had to cancel our monthly board meetings in 
April and May, neighbors initiated morning street-side 
coffee chats to meet and support one another.  

With Ward 6’s help, we transitioned to Zoom for our 
board meetings and will keep meeting virtually for official 
business. Our annual meeting will be Sunday, January 31 
at 4pm, and monthly board meetings will resume the first 
Thursdays of the month at 6:30pm except for June and 
July. All are invited!  The Zoom room # is on the back of 
this newsletter or find the link on our website, FB, and 
Instagram. Outgoing VP Lenor Glover and incoming VP 
Betsy Besenick-Larson deserve extra kudos for WUNA’s 
continued success, as does Treasurer Jim Glock, who just 
established our new forum to replace the old yahoogroup. 

Please join http://www.freelists.org/list/wunatucson for 
all the latest news, right to your inbox.  

If you want to reach us, you can always separately email 
wunatucson@gmail.com. For more details about the year 
behind us and what’s ahead, tune in January 31 to hear 
from your 2021 board members, each of whom is an “Area 
Representative.” Meet your area rep to work with them on 
what matters to you. Also on the agenda are reports from 
our three committees (Parks, Streets, and Development), 
which you can join without the responsibility of being on 
the board. Please know most of the work happens outside 
of the board meetings, and if you want to improve 
something, or you have a particular area of interest, we 
will help you find your niche. 

As I begin my fourth year as your president, I’m more 
convinced than ever that by cooperating with one another, 
and coordinating with the city, county, other 
neighborhood associations and umbrella groups like the 
Historic Fourth Ave Coalition, we are stronger together.  
           

                
     
      Judy Sensibar & Lenor Glover at the annual plant swap! 
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WUHZAB vs. WUNA. What’s the difference? 

By Rick McDonnell 

The West University neighborhood has both a 
neighborhood association (WUNA) and a historic zone 
advisory board (WUHZAB).  WUHZAB exists to protect 
the neighborhood’s historic integrity. 

WUHZAB deals exclusively with all exterior alterations, 
including fences. The city council appointed board is 
composed of residents, property owners who may not be 
residents, and professionals.  Board membership, meeting 
agendas, and minutes can be found at 
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/clerks/boards?board=66 

WUHZAB is the first stop when planning any external 
changes to a property. The board reviews plans against 
city approved design guidelines.  These guidelines can be 
found on WUNA’s website and at 
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/preservation/city-historic-
designations-and-design-review. After WUHZAB 
approval, plans are presented to the Tucson-Pima County 
Historical Commission.  Then permits can be approved by 
the Planning and Development Services Department.  

Bypassing these approval steps may result in being fined 
and required to demolish or modify changes. If enough 
homes are altered outside of the design guides, our historic 
designation can be revoked, property owners will lose tax 
incentives, and none of our houses would be protected 
from demolition. Violations can be reported online @ 
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/code-violation-report. or at the 
code enforcement number below.  

Some Useful Phone Numbers 

Trash Pick Up & Environmental Services 
791-3171 

Park Tucson (Parking Enforcement) 
791-5071 

    Graffiti Removal 
792-CITY (2489) 

    TPD Red Tag Unit 
837-7318 

  Code Enforcement 
791-5843 

 

     

   Neighbors big and small helped paint. 

Slow Streets, by Betsy Besenick-Larson 

2020 was a big year for West University traffic safety 
mitigation. We are simultaneously looking ahead at 
TDOT’s eventual overhaul of 6th Avenue while also 
finding immediate solutions for improved safety along this 
busy corridor. The result has been the completion of two 
new speed tables along 6th Avenue and an innovative new 
intersection narrowing project achieved by colorful curb 
extensions at the intersection of University Blvd. & 6th 
Ave. Perhaps you have seen these blue and green paintings 
depicting the Rillito River, and the planters graciously 
loaned by Living Streets Alliance?   

These curb extensions serve multiple functions at this busy 
intersection. For one, they create a tighter, more restrictive 
space, encouraging drivers to slow down and pay close 
attention. They also reduce pedestrian exposure to 
vehicles, thus reducing the risk of harm. Lastly, they 
provide buffered areas for bicyclists.  
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New Desert Gardens, by Ford Burkhart 

On a fallish October 25, a pleasant Sunday, with temps in 
the 80s, WUNA and friends planted our Catalina Park with 
everything from penstemon to mesquites, along with 
milkweed, dogweed, and deer grass. 
About 30 volunteers from West University, along with 
Feldman’s and Dunbar Spring neighborhoods, gathered to 
help the City of Tucson experts fill in the planters 
equipped with curb cuts to collect rain, when, and if, we 
ever get any. The plants will be watered by black poly 
tubing linked to the city water system in the park.  

“It was really nice to see the community work together to 
plant new low water trees,” said Rebecca Johnstone, the 
Stormwater Harvesting Project Designer for TCB. “It’s 
our goal to turn the city water off when we can and let it 
all survive on the rain that the curb cuts will collect.” 

 

 

          Planting Catalina Park’s new desert garden!  

Rebecca was planting a screwbean mesquite on the south 
side of the park. She took a break to explain that the city 
allows $45,000 in grant funds per City Council Ward per 
year for stormwater harvesting, and WUNA successfully 
advocated for this project. 

Neighbors Jeff Thomas and Adrienne Parry, spent the 
whole morning digging and planting and getting to know 
the crowd, including Gary Opper, a “semi-retired 
schoolteacher,” who got an email invitation from WUNA 
and said “yes,” as did many of us.      

                         Connect with us! 

www.westuniversityneighborhood.org 

 
wunatucson@gmail.com 

 
facebook.com/westuniversity 

 
@westuniversitytucson 

#westuniversitytucson 

“Ninety Percent of Success is Showing Up” 

We would like to thank all of you who attended our tree 
trimming workshop, rolled up your sleeves for the street 
painting party, contributed to our 3rd annual plant swap, 
and helped with the water harvesting project. 

Special thanks to board member Elizabeth Koleski of 
Vineyard Church for encouraging WUNA to participate 
in the Hunger Walk and donate $1000 to the Trinity   
branch of the Food Bank. Vineyard has also committed 
to leading a neighborhood cleanup March 7 and October 
3.    Please join us those Sundays starting at noon. 

New to the neighborhood, Cindy Doklan noticed many 
streetlights were out, made a list, reported them online, 
and they’ve been fixed! Cindy also joined the 
development committee and is championing the traffic 
circle effort for 4th Street.  Finally, much appreciation to 
Margaret Bly for volunteering as Secretary for 3 years. 
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West University Neighborhood Association Memberships for 2021 
It’s time to send in your $10 WUNA membership dues. All memberships run from January through December.  
Dues help pay for the website fees and maintenance, the post office box, insurance, and supplies for our various 
events. 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION: West University Neighborhood Association 
Three ways to join: 
 

1) Fill out this form and mail it with your check for $10 to: WUNA, P.O. Box 42825, Tucson, AZ 85733 
2) Pay at the annual meeting. There will be a link to our website. 
3) Go to www.westuniversityneighborhood.org and fill out the form and pay by PayPal/credit card. 
 
Thank you for your support! 

Name(s)  
Address  City  State  Zip Code  
Mailing Address (if different)  
Email Address  
Phone Number  New Member  Returning Member  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dated Material 
 

Planning and Development Services Dept. 
P.O. Box 27210 

 Tucson, AZ 85726-7210 
 
 
“The City of Tucson, its officers and employees, its Planning and 
Development Services Department and all other offices neither 
agrees nor disagrees with the views expressed or implied in this 
communication or any referenced websites and are not 
therefore responsible. The distribution requester is solely 
responsible.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WUNA Annual Meeting 
Via ZOOM 

Sunday, January 31st 
4:00 PM 

Zoom room # 
871 5209 6098 

 


